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SUBJECT: DEFENSE MINISTER KILLF.N ON NUCLEAR-POWERED WARSHIPS 

1 . FOLLOWING ARTICLE APPEARED IN FINANCIAL REVIEW JANUARY 15: 

QTE KILLEN REVERSES THE NUCLEAR SHIP BAN. 

2. QTE THE MINISTER FOR DEFENCE, MR. KILLEN, SAID YESTERDAY 

TAHT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD WELCOME AND ENCOURAGE AUSTRALIA'S 
ALLIES TO MAKE USE OE AUSTRALIA'S NAVAL FACILITIES, AND THIS 
INCLUDED NUCLEAR SUBMARINES AND NUCLEAR POWERED SHIPS. 

3. QTE THIS FOLLOWS MR. FRASER'S COMMENT ON TUESDAY THAT 
AMERICA WOULD BE WELCOME TO MAKE USE OF AUSTRALIAJS NAVAL 
BASE AT COCKBURN SOUND. 
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4. QTE THIS IS A MOVE THAT PREVIOUS GOVERNMENTS HAVE BEEN 
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RELUCTANT TO MAKE, INCLUDING THE COALITION GOVERNMENT UNDER 
PRIME MINISTER MCMAHON. 

5. QTE MR. KILLEN WAS ASKED YESTERDAY AT A PRESS CONEERENCE 
WHY THERE HAD BEEN A DELAY IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE FACILITIES 
OE COCKBURN SOUND. 

6. QTE HE REPLIED THAT IT WAS A POLICY DECISION OE THE EORMER 
GOVERNMENT OPPOSED BY THE THEN OPPOSITION AND THAT THE PROGRAM 
WOULD CONTINUE UNDER THE NEW GOVERNMENT. 

7. QTE THE GOVERNMENT IS NOW KERN TO HAVE THE CONSTRUCTION OE 
THE EACILITIES SPEEDED UP. 

8. QTE MR. KILLEN IS AWAITING A REPORT WHICH WILL ASSESS THE 
COSTS INVOLVED AND THE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS. 

9. QTE THE RATIONALE FOR THIS SPEEDING UP PROCESS, IS 
ACCORDING TO MR. KILLEN, THAT EXISTING NAVAL EACILITIES IN THE 
PACIFIC OCEAN ARE INADEQUATE TO SUPPORT A DEEENSIVE NAVAL 
CAPACITY IN THE INDIAN OCEAN. 

10. QTE HE MADE IT QUITE CLEAR THAT THE GOVERNMENT REGARDED THE 
BASE AS INDISPENSABLE TO THE DEFENCE OF AUSTRALIA AND THAT 
ALLIES WOULD BE EXPECTED TO MAKE USE OF IT. 

1 1 . QTE THE EACILITY COULD BE USED BY NUCLEAR SUBMARINES, HE 
SAID, AS THE NUMBER OE NUCLEAR SHIPS ARE EVER INCREASING. 

12. QTE MR. KILLEN MADE A DISTINCTION BETWEEN NUCLEAR 
POWERED WARSHIPS AND NUCLEAR ARMED WARSHIPS. 

13. QTE HE SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD APPROVE THE USE OE 
OUR NAVAL FACILITIES BY NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIPS BUT SAID THAT 
THE CASE OF NUCLDAR ARMED WARSHIPS WOULD BE A MATTER FOR 
CONSIDERATION BY THE GOVERNMENT AT THE TIME AND HE DID NOT WANT 
TO PREEMPT THE DECISIONS. 

14. QTE THE BUILD-UP OP SOVIET NAVAL PORCES IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN PRESENTED A THREAT, HE SAID. 
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15. QTE INNER QTE OBJECTIVELY THE PRESENCE OP SHIPS THERE 
COULD NOT BE REGARDED AS A DISPLAY OP PASSIVITY, END INNER 
QTE HE SAID. 

16. QTE INNER QTE AUSTRALIA HAS A NAVAL RESPONSIBILITY IN TWO 
OCEANS, THE INDIAN OCEAN AND THE PACIFIC OCEAN, AND SHIPS CAN'T 

BE MAINTAINED WITH EASE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN FROM NAVAAL FACILITIES 
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IN THE PACIFIC OCEAN BECAUSE OE THE IMMENSE DISTANCED INVOLVED. 

17. QTE INNER QTE THE ORIGINAL PROGRAM (OP DEVELOPMENT AT 
COCKBURN SOUND) HAS BEEN DISTURBED BECAUSE OP GOVERNMENT 
DECISIONS. 

18. QTE INNER QTE I HAVE ASKED THAT IF IT BE POSSIBLE PROGRAMS 
BE REINSTATED. 

19. QTE INNER QTE THEY TOOK OUT OF THE PROGRAM THE WORKING 
FACILITIES FOR A LARGE NUMBER OF BERTHING FACILITIES AND I 
WOULD LIKE TO SEE IT PUT BACK. 

20. QTE INNER QTE BUT ALL MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT ARE 
ANXIOUS TO SEE THAT THE BASE IS OPERATING TO THE MAXIMUM 
CAPACITY AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE TIME. END INNER QTE. 

21. NEVERTHELESS MR. KILLEN MADE IT CLEAR THAT UNTIL HE 
RECEIVED A REPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT HE IS UNABLE TO ISOLATE 
THE PROBLEMS INVOLVED IN STEPPING UP THE CONSTRUCION OF THE 
BASE-OR THE COST. END QTE. 

22. SIMILAR ARTICLES APPEARED ACROSS SPECTRUM OF AUSTRALIAN 
PRESS. 
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